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Modern Idolatry: Worshiping worship 

 
Is it possible that the powder keg of debate in churches and possibly our church has been over the 
issue of worship?  And sadly some of the talk has not been about the theological- biblical concern, 
but over preference. 
I have often (for the past 10 years) asked the question to myself, 

  “What are our ideas of worship here at Maranatha?”    
This is a very complicated issue even more for our church being a traditional church, having a 
denominational heritage, being around for more than 50 years, multiple generations, lacking in ethnic 
diversity, people growing in their sanctification.  No wonder this is a hard issue for us. 
 
As I am learning about idolatry, I see 3 main forms found in scripture. 

Graven images.  They worship the material rather than radiant glory that is God.   
Exodus 20:3-4 Ps 106: 19-20 
 

 Fabrication of our imagination.  Reducing God from who He really is. 
It is common today for some to want to make God more relevant by going down the 
path of irreverence.  Calvin states, ‘It is in man’s nature to be an idol factory, making 
God according to our own pleasure’.  We have turned the thinking of God towards 
ourselves and we bring God down to our own shattered image. 

    
Anything that replaces God in our lives.  

God is to be the highest thing you value.     
Even good things can become idols, (which we will see soon)  
   What we put our ultimate longing in and trust, can be manifested in:  
     hobbies, job, people, money, power, fame, technology, food, nature, health,   
     entertainment, family, political systems, religious views  

and even in our topic today: WORSHIP 
Modern Idolatry: Worshiping worship. 

Here is what we are going to do for these two weeks. 
I want to look at a story in scripture to see the importance of worship  

and how worshiping worship is a danger. 
 And look at some major complaints about worship.  Many of these overlap. 

Our preference vs. a biblical response.          
PRAY 
 
II Chron 28:1-5        22-23 In his time of trouble 

even more unfaithful—so many not just bad, but evil kings   
Since the gods of the kings of Aram have supposedly helped them they continued in idolatry. 

 Pragmatism – practicality that which works is right   My lucky hat when I fish 
 Hinduism- whatever is successful in controlling the circumstances, that god is the best 

Event today people turn to this in worship.   
What worship songs best incite the mood, more visitors  

This was his downfall and the downfall of all Israel. Corporate downfall because of an individual 
Provoked the LORD-- He will not be silent- even today in our wicked world 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Complaint #1   (not the number one complaint) 
 
I don’t feel God in it.   
The major hindrance of worship is not an external issue (music, sound, leader, style) 
   it is an issue of the heart.  Maybe the problem is you. 
We often equate worship with and emotional expression, feeling, mood or atmosphere.  

Feeling God is not dependent on emotions brought on by fancy manipulated music and an 
emotional environment, a new song, or an old hymn, or what you want or like. 

It is not my job to create a mood for you, or the thought of bringing God’s presence here.  Our goal is 
to magnify the greatness of God who was here before you walked into this building.   

Now as we work through scripture we are made more aware of Him,  
through fellowship we are made more aware of Him, 
though the giving of our tithes and offerings we are made more aware of Him 
though the signing of songs we are made more aware of Him.    

 
Whenever God commands His people to worship, there is always a reason; most of the time it is 
either His greatness or His great salvation.  And that is part of my job as your pastor…to show you 
the truth of His greatness that you may treasure God, not to manipulate or guilt you into worship.  

We are the worshipers, He is God, we are His creation  
and as His creatures we are to reflect glory to Him. Is 6, Rev 5 

 “the reason why we worship God in a slight way is because we do not see God in His glory” 
    Jeremiah Burroughs  
 
I can’t worship. This is a popular complaint.  A few thoughts about this 
You cannot do selfie worship, you cannot do a selfie of a beautiful sunset and focus on you.  
     or a mountain and say how great I am.  That is self-love, and that was the heart of the Fall.     
     That destroys our God centeredness, and that is idolatry.  We cannot give to the Lord  
     all the glory due His name when we are consumed by selfie worship. Focus on God, not you. 
Sin.  Without purity of heart our worship is only a pretense of worship  

and thus wrong and you cannot worship.   Ps 51 
This leads to … 
 
Worshiping Worship- worship is about style. 

Worship has become an object of my worship, instead of pointing, expressing and reminding 
us of Whom we worship.  

You may say,. “Pastor Cody that is impossible.”  Let us continue with this passage 
 
2 Chronicles 29 
Hezekiah was twenty-five years old. He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD,  
What David is not his farther?  
 
In the first month of the first year of his reign, he… not passivity but action 
"Listen to me, Levites! Consecrate yourselves now…Remove all defilement from the sanctuary.  
What Hezekiah did was very important.  He went into the house of the Lord and found the bronze 
serpent.   II Kings 18:4   Here the bronze serpent became an object of worship 
 
Star of Life picture 
He had the priests take the items and carry them to the Kidron Valley and cast them into it.  
The kings tried to rid the land of idols in Israel but were only able to temporarily clean the land.   



Jesus on his way to Calvary crossed over this same valley and provides the remedy to remove idols 
forever.  Here is the danger of the modern idolatry of worship: we think that worship mystically brings 
us to God. 
 
Worship is not a substitute for the work of Christ on the cross, the Gospel message. 

Worship does not bring me into God’s presence, the work of Jesus brought us into His 
presence.   

If you worship worship, if you trust style of worship, it will betray you. 
 
Are we more concerned about worship style than God?   
Are we more concerned about our preferences more than what God prefers?  
Again the major hindrance of worship is not an external issue (music) it is an issue of the heart.  
 
If it was just an external issue then the newlywed husband would be just in saying “go put your 
makeup back on”   
What should make worship joyful and wonderful is not in “its novelty or its aesthetic beauty,  

but in its object: God”  He is our treasure, learn about this treasure, remember.  
 
Here is a quote from your Sr. Cody, “I am not about accommodation, I am about adoration”.   
It is not about the music. 

Some come to be entertained, find the right mood and atmosphere. The melody that makes a 
good emotion. Some come to hear your favorite worship leader or your favorite speaker. The 
danger is then we equate worship with an experience, or a moment.  
We then end up loving worship more than we love God.  
We end up talking about worship more than we talk about God.  
If we took away the music, the songs and hymns, would we have anything to say to God? 

 
Let me give an example: Friend in Bolivia and the girls he liked. 
 
 Do not let the circumstances dictate how you worship God, 
           instead let worship of God dictate how you live in your circumstances. 
 
What is the idol of worship you have? 
How are we to keep ourselves from idols of worship?  
Like Hezekiah, a religious idol of worship must be taken and thrown into Kidron Valley,  
    Turn to the remedy—only to be found in the person and finished work of Christ alone.  

  He has destroyed the idols of His people, once and for all, by His death on the cross.   
    Ask God to forgive you for replacing Him with your preference.  Eradicate all idols from your life 
    Let worship of God dictate how you live in your circumstances. 
 
 


